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Governor Stitt Signs HB 1048 and Cattlemen are Thrilled

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK. March 5, 2020 — This morning, Governor Stitt signed into law HB 1048 protecting
groundwater rights for Oklahoma landowners. This bill has been a priority for the Oklahoma
Cattlemen’s Association this legislative session. The bill started last year in the House but was held over
the summer working on consensus language to move through the Senate.

“This important bill is aimed at helping landowners know their rights regarding the groundwater in
Eminent Domain actions,” shared Michael Weeks, OCA President. Weeks added, “Too many times in
Eminent Domain actions, the surface right is all that is really in the interest of the taking

entity. However, by default, they often acquire the groundwater rights which could have been held by
the landowner.”

HB 1048 requires the taking entity to communicate in writing to the landowner their intent specific to
the groundwater rights. This will allow the landowner to sever the groundwater and keep that right if
they so choose.

“Water has become so important. OCA is committed to helping landowners know their rights as far as
their groundwater is concerned,” continued Weeks. “We plan to build on this important win this
summer at OCA’s Annual Convention by having a seminar on what landowners can do regarding their
groundwater rights.”

Taylor Shackelford, one of OCA’s lobbyist, shared, “OCA would like to thank Representative Danny
Sterling and Senator Julie Daniels for championing this important bill through the legislative
process. And thank you to Governor Stitt for his signature today to make this law.”

The OCA is the trusted voice of the Oklahoma Cattle Industry. OCA is the only voice that speaks solely
for the cattlemen of Oklahoma and represents beef producers in all 77 counties across the state. The
OCA officers, board of directors and membership encourages you to join us in our advocacy efforts to
ensure less government intervention, lower taxes and a better bottom line. For more information about
OCA membership, the theft reward program or activities call 405-235-4391 or visit
www.okcattlemen.org.
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